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Baobab Seeds

By Helia Darabi

Iranian Modern Sculpture is a newly established art, generally less than

a century old, whose original examples were exclusively commissioned,
which typically had a naturalist style. This brief history in the past few
decades has had its own ups and downs and has been subjected to
prohibition and neglect.

With the addition of sculpture into the universities’ curricula, and the
engagement of previous generation of sculptors into the higher educational
institutions, sculpture has re-emerged as a field of arts. In addition, the
emergence of a younger generation of sculptors has gradually altered the
clichéd, narrow and mostly commissioned artistic path, leading itinto a
more creative field of Iranian contemporary art.

It seems that the lack of a historical background and tangible examples,
scarcity of resources, and the brevity of practical experiences devoid of
role models contributed to the efforts of the younger generation to make
sculpture an artistic reality, a reality that transforms and expands their
conceptual, formal and intellectual concerns into a three dimensional
space. As the goal of experimentation is “making things,” concepts alone,
are not sufficient, and certain levels of industry and craftsmanship are
therefore required. Hence the new generation invests simultaneously both
in concepts as well as in the discovery of the practical means, and as the
technical tools and methods are learned through trial and error, the field of
sculpture faces delays in growth and maturity.

On the other hand, freedom from the heavy bonds of tradition, has freed
the young Iranian sculptor from many obligations, allowing the artist to
freely decide about solutions to a multitude of creative currents as well as
many fresh and innovative ideas. Even though the experimental nature is
still quite evident in the works of sculpture, the diversity in concepts, materials
and media, the abundance of practitioners, as well as the deconstructive
nature of their works, promise a productive new artistic wave and a
distinguished place for sculpture in the Iranian contemporary arts.
Many sculptors are still experimenting with the expansion of the forms into
space, paving the way for further serious artistic achievements. Many others
search for traditional motifs, or for familiar patterns of Persian calligraphy,
architecture or design, linking to the past artistic heritage. Some others
have surpassed the formal concemns, expressing socio-political statements
or displaying levels of self-disclosure, especially by incorporating their
typically used everyday objects. A number of the sculptors have used text
and language as a means of artistic expression, and yet others have gone
further into interpretable combinations of text and objects.

Even though the sculptors have grown on a barren and inhospitable land,
they may be Baobab seeds remarkably growing, transforming, and most
likely breaking open their restrictive grounds.
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Parastou Ahouan

Born in Tehran in 1980.

BA in Scuplting from Tehran Faculty of Fine Arts.

Since 1999 she has participated in a number of group exhibitions , the
Latest ones being :

Group Exhibtion at Ghanoun Gallery , Ibn Sina Cultural center. 2006.
First Symposium of Sculpture of Tehran 2006. Honored participant.
First Symposium of Sculpture of Antalya Turkey , 2007.

First Group exhibition of Sculptor at Imam Ali Museum Tehran. 2007
First group exhibition of City Sculpting of Tehran . 2008.

First International Symposium of sculpting in India 2008.
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Title from series “Stone Crashing in to Glass”
Stone + Glass. 40x40x35 cm
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Golnaz Behrouznia

Born in 1982 in Shiraz.

Graduated from Tehran Faculty of Art in 2006.

Member of Iranian Association of Sculptors.

Solo Exhibition; Qanon Gallery, lbn Sina Cultural Center. 2007.

And Arya Gallery Tehran,, 2007.

Participation at Group exhibition at Imam Ali Museum and receipt of 2nd
prize.

Participation at Tehran Biennale of Sculptor in Tehran. Honored participant.
First and second award for design and sculpting for Puppet Theatre , at
sixth Festival of Theatre of Women. 2007.
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Untitled. Technique Plexiglass + colored plastic.

Size. 140x50x50 cm.
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Sahand Hesamian

Born in Tehran in 1977

He graduated from “ Art Work Shop Institue “ of Tehran in Scuplture.
1999.

Bachelor degree in Sculpture from Tehran University. 2007.

Solo exhibition in 2008. Installation “ Do You See Me ! © Tehran Ave
Gallery.

He has participated in various group exhibitions since 1999.

He has received a number of awards .
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Title “The Grand Mosque”

Iron and patiene. Diameter 120 cm.
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Hamed Rashtian

Born in Tehran in 1984.

He graduated from Shahdi Beheshti University in 2002 in Mathematics.
His work has been shown in numerous group exhibitions in Tehran .
The last of which are :

2nd Makous Group Exhibition , Artist's Forum Tehran , 2008.

Small Sculptures exhibition organized by 1SS , at Artist's Forum in 2009.
2nd Jungle Group’s Exhibition , at Shirin Gallery in Tehran , 2009.

Two artist's exhibition at Etemad Gallery in Tehran 2009.

He has received the honorary award of refries of 5th Biennale of Sculpture
of Tehran in 2007.
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Title “The Blue Poet’s Booth”
Bronze. Size 80x32x12 cm.
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Alireza Rezaei

Born 1980, Tehran

B.F.A. Sculpture, Art University, Tehran 2008

Group Exhibitions:

Sculpture exhibition in Imam Ali Religious Arts Museum, Tehran, 2004
Sculpture exhibition, Art University, Tehran, 2007

Tehran’s Art Expo, University of Tehran, 2008
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Title “Untitied”

Size 45x35x16 cm. Wood + Iron
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Sara Rouhisefat

Born in Tehran 1978.

BA in Sculpting from Faculty of Art of Tehran University.

Member of Iranian association of Sculptors.

Solo exhibition “ The Washing Room « at Ibn Sina Cultural Center. 2006.
Solo exhibition “ The House wife “ at Tarahan Azad Gallery Tehran,
2008.

Latest Group Exhibition : at Gallery of Museum Garden Tehran 2008.

Participation at 4th , 5th Biennale of Sculpture. Tehran Museum of Con-
temporary art 2004 , 2007.

Group exhibition of Under 35 year Olds “ At Tehran Artist Forum. 2006.
Group exhibition at University of Ismiralda Mexico City. 2006.
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Untitled .

Mixed Media
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Naghmeh Fakourzadeh

Born in Tehran in 1978.

BA in Sculpting from Faculty of Fine arts of University of Tehran.
Participation in 3rd , 4th Biennale of Sculptor , Tehran Museum of
Contemporary Art. 2003.

Group exhibition titled « Resistance “ 2006.

Iranian Group exhibition in Mexico , 2006.

Biennale of Ceramic & Pottery 2007.

5th Biennale of Sculptor , Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art 2007.
Winner of special prize of 4th Biennale of Sculptor.
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Title: Who is My Audience?

Laminated cardboard . 40x40x40 cm.
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Anahita Ghasemkhani
Born in Tehran 1980.

BA in Sculpture from Faculty of Fine arts of Tehran University 2006.
MA student “ Art’s research “ at same Faculty since 2007.

Member of Iranian Association of Sculptors.

Participation in group exhibitions since 2003. The latest ones being:
The Exhibition titled “ Resistance « 2006. (Honored exhibitor ).
The Exhibitions of “ Small “ held by Iranian Association of Sculptors
since 2003 to 2008.

Group exhibition at Day gallery Tehran 2008.

Group exhibition titled “ Media * organized by Iranian Association of
Sculptors 2008.

Group exhibition titled “ Fajr “ Tehran Museum of Contemporary art,
honored exhibitor. 2008.
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Untitled

Beton, painted over. Size 30x30x17 cm
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Mohammad Kurdi

Born in 1984 Yazd.

Diploma in painting fm Yazd School of Visual arts.

BA in Sculpting fm Pardis Faculty of Art of University of Tehran.

First solo exhibition at Seyhoun Gallery Tehran 2007.

Participation in a number of group exhibitions since 2004.

Second place at * Kharazami Design Award for City Spaces “ . 2005.
First place at the Olympic of “ Volume Competition “ 2006.

First place at 3rd round of Olympics. 2007 and Third place at 4th round
of Olympics , 200 8.

Third place at Imam Ali Sculptural exhibition of * Movlana “ 2007.
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Behdad Lahoti

Born in Tehran in 1976.

Member of Iranian Association of Scupltors.

He has worked as an sculptor since 1997, by working on Wood.
Since 2005, He has concentrated on Installations.

In same year he apprenticed with master Tanavaoli , particularly in
sculpting bronze Pieces.

Solo Exhibitions:
Sarv Gallery Tehran. 2002
Ghanoun Gallery , 2004.

Group Exhibitions:
Expo 1383. Tehran.

« gmall * Organized by Iranian Association of Iran , 2005, Tehran .and
in 2008.
Chelsea Museum of Art, New York Exhibition “ Iran Inside Out “. June
2009.
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Title “ A Cliche for Mass Media: In The Name of Freedom”
Technique : Iranian Toilet china + Print
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Houman Mehdizadeh

Born in Kerman in 1985.

BA fm Faculty of Art of Tehran University. 2007 in Sculpting.

Student of Masters degree.

Member of Iranian Association of Sculptors.

Participation in numerous group exhibitions since 2006.

Participation at 5th Biennale of Sculptor at Tehran Museum of Contem-
porary art.

1st Exhibition of “ City Sculptors of Tehran “ At Barg Gallery Tehran
2008.

Honored participation of City Sculptors “ of * Tehran Municipality’s dept
for City Decorations “.2008.

Participation at “ Fajr Visual Arts “ exhibition of Tehran Museum of
Contemporary art.
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Untitled

Cast Iron. 50x50x30 cm.
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Massoumeh Mirhosseini

Born in Tehran in 1975

Graduated from Tehran Faculty of Fine Arts.

Member of board of directors of Iranian Association of Sculptors.
She has had one Solo exhibition.

And has participated at 3rd, 4th , Biennale of Sculptor of Tehran

At 5th Biennale of Sculptor of Tehran she was awarded high prize in

2007.
Her work has been shown in numerous group exhibitions.
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Title : Plan , Dome And Minaret

Steel, Bronze, and print. Size 50x70x45 cm.
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Zahra Nabavi

e

S
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Born 1982
- MA lllustration, Faculty of Fine Arts, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran, 2008. - -E' b
- BA Sculpture, Faculty of Fine Arts, Tehran University, Tehran, Iran, 2005. }.'?: '?: Lj -'E“ f:‘.
f £l ':]:r {1 'El {‘ _:1-
. L]
Fre

- High School Diploma, Tehran, Iran, 1999.

- Designed and performed Requiem for words, Aaran gallery, 6th march, | - e g
*I'.-z ‘:.' ;: "I:r hl.-r e 'k: ‘;.- ke ks
. St e heeue
I H
- Group Exhibition on the Theme of Media, Iranian Sculptors’ Society, ol oheid E’ = .[*; _;’ ‘JI-: & & kK
x - ¥
House of Iranian Artists, 2008. l" b ‘f’ l!_” St i \:' “'1': %
 Installation at Iran Fifth Sculpture Biennale, Tehran Museum of Contempo- ‘__l"‘ E’" ‘:’ 1’" :':" \E" l!_” - 7 .:
rary Arts, Tehran, Iran, 2007. e Br B B B E ‘br "B B2 ‘I:_:
| P T T L [
- Statue at Self-Portrait Group Exhibition, Imam Al Museum, Tehran, Iran, [ o By b2 Er R E2 e B B R
2007 | iﬁliiibﬁa‘-
: | % e B B B :"lu_‘l:e H
il —

_ Iranian Contemporary Artists Group Exhibition, Goldsmiths College, Lon-

don University, London, UK, 9-23 Jan 2006.
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Amir Vafaie

Born in Tehran in 1968.

BA in Sculpting from Faculty of Fine Arts of Tehran University.

Member of Iranian Association of Sculptors.

Participation in a number of group exhibitions at galleries and Museums
since 2004.

The latest of which are :

The 5th Biennale of Sculpture at Tehran Museum of Contemporary art. 2007.
Group exhibition at Day gallery .Tehran 2008.

The 8th Biennale of Ceramics & Glass .Tehran Saba Cultural Center 2006.
First Biennale of “ City Sculptors of Tehran “ Barg Gallery Tehran 2008.
Awards : Chosen design for Milad Tower.

First Prize of “ Movlana Exhibition at Imam Ali Museum.

Jury’s Prize of 5th Biennale of Tehran .

Installation of two sculptors at Tehran public spaces.
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Untitled.

Colored steel +Brass. Size 40x30x18
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Farzin Hedyatzadeh

Completion of courses of Association of Iranian Calligraphists.

BA in Sculpting from Faculty of Arts of Tehran University 2002.
Participation at 2nd and 3rd Biennale of Sculptor , Tehran Museum of
Contemporary art . 2000, 2002.

As well as at 4th and Winner of Prize of  Art Academy of Iran “at 5th Bien-
nale 2008.

Winner of prize for design of “ Victory of Khoramshahr * Competition , 2006.
Winner of prize of  Visual Arts Festival on subject of Resistance “2006.
Group exhibition Self Portrait “ Museum of Imam Ali 2007.

Selected for Sculptors for Milad Tower.2007.
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« _And we continue to engulf the night the day ...and the present ..”
Mixed Media. 140x100x60 cm.




